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It's been awhile . . .

Time does fly by. We want to update you
on what’s been going on with your land
trust. A lot has happened since the last
newsletter was published, and we want you
to be informed.

. . . and we have BIG

NEWS

The Bethlehem Land Trust just purchased a
pristine 31 acre parcel on Still Hill Road
from residents Earl and Marian Canfield.
Wood Creek runs through the forested
property, which slopes down the southeast
side of the dirt road; there are old stone
walls and vernal streams.
The Canfields had owned the property
since 1998. They and the Land Trust are
thrilled that it will never be developed and
its natural, woodsy charm will be forever
preserved. The purchase was negotiated for
$200,000 in December, 2012. When the
weather warms, trails will be blazed in the
Canfield Preserve, now its official name.
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“There’s a waterfall, a dam, potential
for trails, and an area for people to
park,” said Mary Hawvermale,
Bethlehem Land Trust president. “It’s
stunning.”
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A Frequently As ked Ques tion
The Bethlehem Land Trust is sometimes
confused with the Bethlehem Conservation
Commission. Whereas the Land Trust is a
private, tax-exempt nonprofit organization
governed by a Board of Directors, the
Commission is a town committee that
monitors town, regional, and state activities
concerning farmland preservation,
watershed protection, brownfields, wetland
and wildlife preservation, water
conservation and quality, toxic substances,
and hazardous waste disposal.
The Town of Bethlehem purchased the
Swendsen Farm to preserve its 123 acres of
open space. The Board of Selectmen signed
a resolution giving the Bethlehem
Conservation Commission authority to be
the steward of the Swendsen Farm
property.
In contrast, the BLT is not part of the town
government. We purchase property, or are
given tracts by landowners wanting to
preserve open space, and we work with
other organizations having similar
purposes; when viable we engage in joint
projects for the benefit of promoting the use
of undeveloped lands for forest habitat,
wildlife preserves, parks, and greenbelts.
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Mission Statement

You can help the Bethlehem Land Trust to fulfill our mission. To become a
member or make a donation, simply fill out this form and return it to the address on
the reverse side, enclosing a check made out to the Bethlehem Land Trust.

forests, and wetlands through

Name_________________________________________________

To permanently protect and
preserve local farmland, fields,
acquisitions or easement; to
conserve the natural, scenic,
and historic resources of these
properties and educate the
public about them; and, where
feasible, to provide access for
their enjoyment by the
community at large.

Address_______________________________________________
______________________________________________________
Email address__________________________________________
Annual Membership $35.00
, Forest Steward (up to $499);
, Field Steward ($500–$999); , Farm Steward ($1,000 plus)
Amount Enclosed:____________________________

An easy way to benefit the BLT
You can donate to the Bethlehem Land Trust by
buying groceries at LaBonne’s Food Markets. Just
save your receipts and send them to the address on
the front of this newsletter, and the BLT will receive
a portion of the money LaBonnes donates to local
organizations and churches.
Thank you LaBonne's for supporting us as
we support you.

Did you know there are several small
trails off the old roadway running through
the Bellamy Preserve? They pass among
diverse and lovely habitats. Why not enjoy
a walk along them?

Me et Your Neighbors &
Volunteer to Help with
Stewardship
As the weather permits, we will be making trails
in our new Canfield Preserve and tending to the
arboretum in our Long Horizons Preserve. And
caring for the Bellamy Preserve is an ongoing
task (and pleasure). We welcome your
participation; send to a note to our post office
box or contact@bethlehemctlandtrust.org and we
will be in touch to let you know when and
where we are working. No skill, no tools
required, just a love of our beautiful land and
the outdoors.

Kk

Photo: Amber Williamson

Bethlehem Land Trust
Board of Directors
President
Mary Hawvermale
Vice President
Stuart Rabinowitz
Treasurer
Bob Ueberbacher
Corporate Secretary
Lynn Baker

!

I w a s w a l k i n g m y S p r i n g e r S p a n i e l , C h a r l i e , in the Bellamy Preserve one Thursday
morning. We were walking up from the stream and as we came around the bend, Charlie
stopped and pointed. He was little bit ahead of me. When I caught up to him, I saw why:
There was a bull moose resting on the path. He was the largest animal I'd ever seen close
up. His rack was so big I couldn't imagine how he could hold his head up.
I snagged Charlie's collar immediately as the moose rose to his feet. I began to
back away, dog in tow, while the moose moved slowly in the other direction. He looked back
once or twice as he meandered off. I walked out to the hay field and crossed it with the dog
leashed, thinking to veer away from the moose and be out in the open. To avoid
encountering the moose in the woods, I decided to walk on Munger Lane all the way back to
the cemetery, where I had parked.
He was a magnificent animal and I feel lucky to have sighted him. I didn't have my
camera; but Amber Williamson had the sighting above on Long Meadow Pond.
, Nancy McMillan
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