
BETHLEHEM LAND TRUST BOARD 
Minutes—March 13, 2013 

 
Call to Order: 7:30 p.m.  
 
Present: Lynn Baker, Mary Hawvermale, Doug Mahard, Jean Melita, Mark Miller, 
Anneke Rothman, Sandra Ruzicka, Carol Spier, Bob Ueberbacher  
 
Secretary's report: The February minutes were approved. 
 
Treasurer's report: We have received a total of 14 membership responses as a result of 
the newsletter we sent out at the end of January. Some were renewing or returning 
members, others were new. Most were at the basic $35 level. 
 The $15,000 payment to the Canfield's we approved in January has not been 
made; Mary is to contact Bob Hanahan to determine the appropriate way to record it. 
 
 
Old Business:  
Website: The website is about ready to launch. We need to find out about protecting it 
from hackers. 
 
Preserve signage: The sign for the Canfield preserve is to be smaller than the one at Two 
Rivers, which must be legible to drivers on a busy road. It will be metal and have the 
preserve name and our logo. We will install it in the parking area. At a later date we may 
place a kiosk with a map and more information a bit further inside the preserve. We need 
to confirm the wording of the name that was promised to the Canfields; Sandy will 
follow up with Bev on this and continue to research the sign production.  
 
Bethlehem Fire Department Mock Water Rescue: The fire department did conduct 
their practice nighttime rescue at Two Rivers Preserve as expected.   
 
Sherlock Radon Test: Lynn followed up on the borderline allowable radon test results. 
The testing firm suggested we do another test in the spring because the house is heated 
with wood, which can skew the test results. If the second test is high, we may need to 
install further vents. 
 Also, Lynn reports there continue to be pinhole plumbing leaks at the house, 
which Little Town Mechanical repairs (they replace the pipes with something not 
susceptible to the acid in the water as they do this). There have also been some electrical 
problems. 
 We do not have homeowners' or liability insurance for this house. Even though 
the tenant is responsible for her own renter's insurance to cover her possessions, we 
should have coverage to protect ourselves against damage to the house or injury on the 
property. 
 
 
New Business:  



Bellamy Preserve: Tom March approached Doug with a request to expand his farming 
onto several locations within the Bellamy Preserve. We are not in favor of this as it 
would disturb the habitat. We made the following motion: 
 The Board of Directors will not permit further agricultural development of 
Bellamy Preserve at this time because it does not fit our mission nor is it supported by the 
Bellamy Forestry Plan.  
 This motion passed unanimously. 
 
We have received the annual proposal from Arbor Services to inject the elm in the 
Bellamy meadow to protect it against Dutch Elm disease. The fee is $200, which we 
approved. 
 
Auncient Oak: Brothers Tree Service will be removing the downed limb and cabling the 
tree soon. The property owners will make a donation to cover the full cost.  
 Mary has determined that the easement we hold on the tree is simply a paragraph 
in the property deed; there is no formal easement document. 
 
Conservation Easements: We need to do conservation easements for all our properties. 
We have nothing in place to protect them from future development. 
 
Motion to adjourn at 9:45 . . . all in favor.  
 
Respectfully Submitted: Carol Spier 
 
 
  
 


