
BETHLEHEM LAND TRUST BOARD MEETING 
Minutes—July 10, 2013 

 
 
Present: Doug Mahard, Mary Hawvermale, Jean Melita, Mark Miller, Anneke Rothman, 
Carol Spier, Bob Ueberbacher  
 
Call to Order: 7:30 p.m.  
 
Secretary's report: The June minutes were approved.  
 
Treasurer's report: The property taxes on the Sherlock House are due, as are the Land 
Trust Alliance dues; Bob will pay them. 
 
 
Old Business:  
Sherlock: The results of the radon retest are slightly above normal but within an 
acceptable range, so no action need be taken. Stuart is following up on the bathroom floor 
repair. 
 
Annual Appeal Letter/Newsletter: We have received 9 memberships from the May 
newsletter. We may want to do another newsletter early in the fall, this time inserting the 
usual membership envelope. No one has signed up online. 
 
Bellamy Preserve: Doug will see if George at Bellamy-Ferriday House can mow the 
trails. Tom March has mowed the hay field. 
 
:  
Bike Trek Fundraising Idea: Stuart sent an email update to Mary re the exploration of 
this idea. He, Doug, Bob, and Steve have been discussing and exploring. March Farm is 
eager to participate and would allow the use of their parking area. This event will involve 
a lot of organizing, planning, and many volunteers. There are liability/insurance issues to 
be considered, which vary depending on the number of participants. We would need a 
rider to our policy if the event were to have more than 300 participants, all adults; 
children could be problematic. (Adults can sign a hold-harmless waiver.)  
 We discussed this being worth further investigation but at some point we will do a 
cost/benefit analysis before committing. 
 
Annual Meeting/Board Elections: Because so many board members were unable to 
attend tonight, the August meeting will be our Annual Meeting and we will vote at that 
time for officers and to renew board terms for Sandy, Carol, and Stuart. Please attend! 
There will be no program; the meeting will be August 14 at 7:30 p.m. at the Library as 
usual. 
 
 
  



New Business:  
Land Trust Alliance Program: Doug reported that the program (in May) was very good 
and quite valuable. The Alliance has available insurance for encroachments on 
easements; Doug thinks $15 per property annually. Mary thinks this figure is too low but 
will check it out. This insurance would be good to have if affordable.  
 Also there is grant money available for trail building and maintenance. Think 
Canfield. 
 
Two Rivers: Scott Blum has bushwacked and will take down some small trees in order 
to widen the paths (gratis). He will make some brush piles in the woods and will take 
some of the wood for firewood. Mary met him there to see what he has in mind and 
reports all is good. 
 
Motion to adjourn at 8:20 . . . all in favor.  
 
Respectfully Submitted: Carol Spier 
 
 


